THE "REAL" WARRIOR

==================

SPORTING, CIVILIAN AND MILITARY

===============================

A compilation from newspapers, books and interviews by Stewart McClean.

==================================================

LT.COL.R.B.MAYNE D.S.O.(24th  Feb.1942.Middle East.)

1st bar (21st Oct.1943.Sicily)

2nd bar (29th Mar.1944. Normandy.)

3rd bar (11th Oct.1945.N.W.Europe)

Africa Star, 8th Army bar, Italy Star, France & Germany Star, 1939-45 War Medal, Defence Medal, War Medal&Oak Leaf, Legion D, Honneur, Croix De Guerre & Palm.

.........................................................

The Distinguished Service Order.

-------------------------------

Before the establishment of this award the normal practice would have been promotion.

The D.S.O. can only be awarded to someone who has already been mentioned in dispatches.

It ranks only slightly lower than the Victoria Cross, and only eight(8)third bars were awarded during world war two.

During 1939-45 4880 D.S.O,s, 497 first bars ,59 second bars and only 8 third bars were awarded. 

---------------------------------------------------------

THE LEGION D’HONNEUR.

This is the premier award of France.

When awarded for bravery in action the recipient also receives the Croix De Guerre.It may also be awarded to foreigners and can be awarded posthumously.

---------------------------------------------------------

The Croix De Guerre.

Awarded to all ranks of the armed services and citizens of France who have been individually mentioned in dispatches. It can also be awarded to members of the Allied forces. In exceptional circumstances it may be awarded to military units and towns.

---------------------------------------------------------                                                  

First Formation .... L Detachment, Special Air Service.

Location ........... Kabrit.

Date ............... 28th August 1941.

Numbers ............ 66 men all ranks.

Re-designated ...... 1st Special Air Service Regiment.

.........................................................

The first mention of R.B.Mayne in the minute book of Ards R.F.C. is on 14th Dec 1931. He was a substitute for the 2nd XV playing at home to Bangor. He was aged 16.

On the 30th January 1932 he was the captain of the 2nd XV that played away to Cooke in Belfast. He was aged 17.

At a committee meeting on the 28th April 1933 he was elected captain of the 1st XV. He was aged 18.

At the A.G.M. held on the 6th June 1934 it was said "His enthusiasm and thoroughness made him an ideal leader."

.........................................................

Some members of a local Newtownards family recall Blair Mayne with great affection. As a young girl the daughter remembers being carried around the gardens of Mount Pleasant on his shoulders, the father says "I can remember that on many occasions while waiting for my bus home the big red Riley (affectionately known as the RED ROCKET) would stop and I would be taken to my door, a real gentleman." The daughter also said that her mother who worked for the Mayne family told her that on many occasions she would be told " never mind the housework, just look after my mother" It was a well known fact that Blair and his mother were devoted to each other.

extract of an interview 

by Stewart McClean.

.........................................................

R.B.Mayne was commissioned into the 5th Light Anti-Aircraft Battery on the 6th of March 1939, but when war was declared the 5th Light sailed for Egypt without him.

He transferred to the Royal Ulster Rifles, The Cameronians, and then the 11th Scottish Commando who were stationed at Lamlash on the Isle of Arran. 

On January 31st 1941 he sailed with 11th scot commando to Kabrit which was near Genefa on the Bitter lakes south of the Suez Canal. After further training they then moved to Cyprus to become part of Layforce under the command of Brigadier Robert Laycock.

On June 3rd 1941 400 men sailed for Syria to take part in the Litani River Raid. Due to an error some of them landed at the wrong point and came under fierce enemy fire. Disregarding this Lt Mayne pushed on across the beach and attacked enemy personel and transport some 600yds further on, capturing about 40 enemy soldiers and 2 M.G.s. His small section suffered 2 casualties who were left to guard the prisoners. With a further 15 men he pressed on attacking and destroying an open air H.Q. area. After following the landlines they again attacked enemy positions capturing 4 M.G.s 2L.M.G.s 2 mortars and some 50 enemy soldiers. Lt Mayne then led his small section back through the Australian lines to safety. This action was not without its own losses, Colonel Pedder the C/O and 60 men were K.I.A. 

For his actions during the Litani River Raid Lt Robert Blair Mayne was Mentioned in Dispatches.

.........................................................

Paddy- an Irish rugger international and a barrister* was an enormous man with tremendous physical strength and an attractive Irish brogue. He was a most gentle and kind person who possessed all the qualities of leadership, which made him so successful. He had an aggressive and ingenious brain, which was always seeking new ways to harry the  enemy and he was the type of man who would never ask anyone to do anything that he had not done himself.

Yet his gentle appearance and nature were sometimes deceptive and I would have hated to have found myself on the wrong side of Paddy Mayne. It took little to upset him and then it was very difficult to control him. As a fighter he was unsurpassed for his very presence in the full flood of his wrath was enough to unnerve the strongest of human beings....

I need say no more of his courage than that he won four D.S.O.s by the end of the war and I have no doubt that he would have won more if he had not been so modest and if some of his more remarkable feats had not been in single combat.

His was a truly lovable personality and one day the story of his exploits will make wonderful reading.

* he was actually a solicitor *

Lt.Col.David Lloyd Owen L.R.D.G.

extract from The Special Air Service by Philip Warner

.........................................................

Blair Mayne of Newtownards has certainly earned a lot of praise for his displays for The British Rugby Team which is touring Africa and has been generally voted the best hook forward ever seen in that country. On Saturday last, in the game between the British XV and the Border XV, at East London, which the Brit team won by 19 points to 11, Mayne again gave a brilliant display and was described as the most outstanding forward on the field.

Extract from The Newtownards Chronicle

Aug 27th 1938.

.........................................................

"When you burst into a hut full of enemy soldiers you must remember the drill involved for such occasions. Shoot the first person who makes a move, hostile or otherwise. His brain has recovered from the shock of seeing you there with a gun. He has started to think and is therefore dangerous. You must then shoot the person nearest to you , because he is in the best position to cause you embarrassment. Then deal with the rest as you think fit.

Lt.Col.R.B.Mayne.

extract from Col.Paddy by P.Marrinan.

.........................................................

At Sirte on 12/13 December 1941 this officer was instrumental in leading and succeeded in destroying, with a small party of men, many aeroplanes, a bomb dump and a petrol dump. He led this raid in person and himself destroyed and killed many of the enemy. The task set was of the most hazardous nature, and it was due to this officers courage and leadership that success was achieved. I cannot speak to highly of this officers skill and devotion to duty. 

The Citation for the award of the first D.S.O.

.......................................................

"I remember Queens being fairly rough in those days and you could have been CLOCKED very easily, but Blair was not gratuitously violent. However with his size, strength, timing and ability to knock an opponent out with one blow, it was inevitable that Blair would join the boxing club."

extract from an interview 

with a friend of Col.Mayne.   

by Stewart McClean.

.........................................................

In the rugby football match against the Eastern Province in South Africa on Saturday, the British team recorded a further success. The Ardsman, Mr R.B.Mayne who has been playing continuously, and well throughout the tour exhibited good form in the match, and a sports writer described him as "OUTSTANDING IN THE PACK", Mr Mayne will also be a member of the team chosen to meet South Africa in the second test match of the tour. 

Extract from The Newrownards Chronicle 

September 3rd 1938.

........................................................

On the 1938 tour of South Africa a total of 20 Provincial matches and 3 full tests were played**. R.B.Mayne played in 17 of the Provincial matches and the 3 tests.

He was consistently described as "Outstanding in the pack", "The outstanding forward" and "Outstanding in the open and magnificent in defence". This was the first time that the term "LIONS" was used as up until then they had been known as The British Isles Touring Party. 

** TOUR RECORD ....... 

Played 23  

Won    17

Lost    6

Drawn   0

Points for 407

Points against 272

---------------------------------------------------------

** Through research into local papers it has been found that there were in fact 24 matches played. The tour record was played 24 won 17 lost 7.** 

.........................................................

There was a splendid attendance of members at the a

Annual meeting of Scrabo golf club, which was held in the Town Hall, Newtownards on Thursday evening. The Presidents cup was won by R.B.Mayne

Extract from The Newtownards Chronicle

12th Feb 1938

.........................................................

R.B.Mayne gained six International caps playing for Ireland.

3rd  April    1937 Versus  Wales       Ireland won  5-3     

12th February 1938 Versus  England     England won 36-14 

12th March    1938 Versus  Wales       Wales   won 11-5

11th February 1939 Versus  England     Ireland won  5-0

25th February 1939 Versus  Scotland    Ireland won 12-3

11th March    1939 Versus  Wales       Wales   won  7-0

The defeat by Wales on the 11th March 1939 robbed Ireland of the Triple Crown. 

.........................................................

Ards rugger fans are disappointed at the dropping of Blair Mayne, the Queens forward for the Scottish game and many consider that Mayne has been harshly dealt with by the selectors

Extract from The Northern Whig by "Hillside"

Wednesday 16th Feb 1938

.........................................................

R.B.Mayne recalled to the Irish team 

Mayne’s return is gratifying for his game in Dublin did not earn his dismissal.

Extract from The Northern Whig by "Hillside"

Monday 28th Feb 1938

.........................................................

It was Mayne however who was possibly the outstanding Irish forward, his work in the loose and tight being splendid.

Extract from The Northern Whig by " Hillside"

After Ireland’s defeat 11-5 by Wales

Monday 14th March 1938

.........................................................

From the wireless and press reports, Blair Mayne played a great part in Ireland’s meritorious victory over England at Twickenham last Saturday. One daily journal described the ex-Ards captain as tremendous. The complete XV have been honoured in being chosen for the next international against Scotland. Blair should be able to soon count a dozen international caps.  

The Spectator February 18th 1939.

.........................................................

Another quote about the same match

"The pack was fortified by the presence of Blair Mayne, a tremendously strong forward and a boxer of repute."

.........................................................

In what has been seen of them this season, only three of the pack measure up to the old conception of Hell for leather Irish forwards. D O'Loughlin, R.B.Mayne and D.Tierny. From these three there may be expected the fire and fury which has upset many a powerful English pack in the past.    

Extract from The Northern Whig by "Hillside"

Sat 11th Feb 1939 

---------------------------------------------------------

Mayne whose quiet almost ruthless efficiency is in direct contrast to O'Loughlin's exuberance. Mayne appears on the slow side, but he covers the ground at an extraordinary speed for a man of his build, as many a three quarter and full back have discovered. 

Extract from The Northern Whig by "Hillside"  

Feb 1939

--------------------------------------------------------- 

From the day he joined the Special Air Service in the desert, it was clear that Blair Mayne had found the type of warfare for which he was particularly suited. As an infantry or artillery officer, he would have been out of place. He didn’t take kindly to authority. He believed that if there was a job to be done a man should go ahead and do it. He wanted action, and plenty of it.

Extract from The TV Post September 1962.

.......................................................

Off the field he was quiet, soft spoken and self effacing but in the heat of a match he could be frightening. He never lost his temper but was cool and calculating on the field in everything he did.

He was the toughest and strongest man I have ever known. Jamie Clinch a tough man himself and one of the great Irish International players once confided in me that the only man he ever feared on a rugby field was Blair Mayne. 

Sammy Walker in an extract from The TV Post August 1962.

........................................................

Mr T.McCartney Sen., said the occasion was unique in the history of the town, and he thought he could say with safety that never before had anyone from Newtownards gone on a British touring team to another country. "One thing I admire about Blair ," said Mr McCartney,"is his unfailing modesty and charm of manner, he never boasted although he is an accomplished sportsman, for outside of rugby, he is an accomplished golfer and is no mean boxer". Since he (Mr McCartney) came to Newtownards he had seen those qualities which he had mentioned, outstanding in the whole Mayne family. He was delighted to be present that evening and he wished Blair all success not only in the world of sport, but in his professional life.

Extract from The Newtownards Chronicle 

12th November 1938

Guests of Ards R.F.C.   

........................................................

"Strange," observed Paddy to Sgt Bennett as they motored off to Kufra, "Strange indeed, how many generals in this desert army are Irish !. First there was O,Connor, then Auchinleck and Cunningham, then Dorman-Smith, and now Montgomery. Three of them I know come from my native Ulster. It seems that all we are good for is raising soldiers."   "Haven’t you forgotten one important one, sir?" inquired the Sgt. "What about the big chief himself, Sir Alan Brooke? isn’t he one of yours?"

"Your right Bob dammed right! sure he’s a fine upstanding man from County Fermanagh, but he's not here, Bob he,s in London."  "But his brains are here,"rejoined Sgt Bennett, laconically.

* at one time 1 in 5 members of the S.A.S. were from Ireland,  North and South.*

Conversation between Lt.Col.Mayne and Sgt Bennett (later R.S.M.)

extract from "Col.Paddy by P.Marrinan.

......................................................... 

"Paddy was a legend, an Irishman he was capped for Ireland at rugby six times."

========================================================= 

"During the war he led dozens of men, including me, in Robin Hood like dare devil raids, hundreds of miles behind enemy lines."

=========================================================

"A huge *six foot four chap* with sandy hair, grey blue eyes, and hands the size of hams, he was a marvellous leader."

*His height has varied between six foot to six foot four*

His brother quotes his height as six foot one and a half

inches  

=========================================================

"He would do outrageous things, like wander on to an airfield with a satchel over his shoulder full of bombs. 

Then he’d admonish the Italian sentry for not challenging him." "I MIGHT BE A BRITISH AGENT!!!" he would tell the startled sentry.

R.S.M. Bob Bennett.

Extracts from The Weekly News October 1958.

To his friend Lt.St.John Coates he confided his pleasure in having so many Irishmen under his command and expressed great satisfaction that their small but virile country, despite its neutrality, was truly playing its part in momentous affairs that were shaping the destiny of mankind.

extract from Col Paddy by P Marrinan.

.........................................................

"Men were individuals and everyone mattered. It was not a large regiment, about 350 strong at this time, but everyone knew each other, and everyone seemed to be friends. There did not appear to be a great deal of discipline in the ordinary sense, but no unit in any army ever possessed a greater degree of loyalty to their C.O. or to the regiment."

Rev.Fraser McCluskey M.C. D.D.

Padre 1st  S.A.S.

extract from Col.Paddy by P.Marrinan

.........................................................

"I wish to send my congratulations to all ranks of the Special Air Service Brigade on the contribution which they have made to the success of the Allied Expeditionary Force. The ruthlessness with which the enemy have attacked Special Air Service troops has been an indication of the injury which you were able to cause the German armed forces, both by your own efforts and by the information which you gave of German dispositions and movements.  Many Special Air Service troops are still behind enemy lines; others are being re-formed for new tasks . To all of them I say, well done and good luck."

General Eisenhower  Supreme Commander    

in an order of the day to Brig McLeod

extract from Col.Paddy by P.Marrinan

.........................................................

Captured S.A.S. troops must be handed over at once to the nearest Gestapo group. These men are dangerous. The presence of  S.A.S. troops must be immediately reported. They must be ruthlessly exterminated.

Orders issued by Adolf Hitler.

Extract from The TV post 

Aug 30th 1962.

.........................................................

The second world war has thrown up many remarkable men, but few more remarkable than Paddy Mayne. What impressed you first was just his physical strength. Six foot three inches in height, and broad in proportion, he looked exactly what he was, an amateur boxer and an Irish rugby international. But if you could deduce that much at a first glance it took a great deal longer to discover more. Few people came to know him really well. He was shy of newcomers and had a strong natural reserve, from which, with most people he rarely emerged. When he did, they found he possessed more than his fair share of the wit and charm that came from Ireland.

Fraser McCluskey M.C. D.D 

padre 1st S.A.S 

extract from The Parachute Padre

.........................................................

"We were dug in just outside Benghazi with a battery of 40mm anti-aircraft guns when a vehicle was spotted approaching our positions. It turned out to be a Willys jeep complete with .50 Browning and twin Vickers machine guns. The lone driver was none other than Blair Mayne, he was bearded and wearing his service cap. He had heard that we were in the area and also that we had lost some men at Tobruk, which he was taking very badly. He stayed and chatted to all the men for about half an hour and then he left, driving off the way that he had came".

Extract from an interview with Jules Dorrian 

by Stewart McClean.

.........................................................

The remaining officer was destined to become the most famous of all.He already had a reputation of no common sort. This was R.B.(Paddy)Mayne, an Irish rugby football international. Mayne was not at the meeting because he had had an unfortunate disagreement with his C.O. a short time before and was under close arrest for knocking him out.   Mayne was already a legendary figure in rugby football and was an excellent boxer. Normally very placid, he had a quick temper and was liable to impulsive behaviour.   

Extract from The Special Air Service

by Philip Warner

.........................................................

George Matthews who spent many hours with him and in whose house he had been in the night the night he was killed in a car accident, can recall only one incident which illustrates in a very inadequate way, the instinctive fighting genius of Paddy Mayne. One night they were talking about the need and the ability in war to above all stay alive. Paddy had brought out his old service revolver and laid it on the table."When I give you the nod lift it"he said to George. "RIGHT!!" George moved to do so. Before his hand was even near the table he was looking into the barrel. "You’re dead." said Paddy,"It’s just a question of moving quicker than the other man."

Extract from The News Letter 

Feb 28th 1985

.........................................................

An ex naval officer and friend of Col.Mayne remembers one occasion on a Sunday after the war when he went to the Bangor Yacht club. On entering he was spotted by Col.Mayne. "Hello, here is another good man going too seed." "He was of course referring to my putting on an extra few pounds. But that did not bother me at all because if he thought of me as being a good man that was all right by me."

extract from an interview

by Stewart McClean.

.........................................................

Every parachutage was attended by a good deal of excitement, but the night when we "received" Paddy had a thrill all of its own. As we watched for his bulky form dropping from the heavens above us, we knew we were awaiting the man who symbolised in his own person the spirit and aims of our whole regiment. Paddy was not just a very popular and successful Commanding Officer; he was a legend.

extract from The Parachute Padre

by Fraser McCluskey M.C. D.D 

relating to the arrival of Paddy 

after the death of Ian Fenwick.

.........................................................

There was something very rugged and forceful about Paddy’s leadership. Although he lived and slept with the men, queued up behind them as he waited his turn for food, and ate with them, yet no one would dare to overstep the mark and become to familiar with him. For he could silence a man with a glance, could cut him short without a word; while every one held a considerable respect for his physical capabilities. And yet despite, or together with, these characteristics he would be the first man to come up and try to discover why you were depressed at Christmas time. Such were a few of the qualities that made him so successful as a commander.

Extract from Born of the desert

by Malcolm James.

.........................................................

"His name will always be remembered in Newtownards and all over Ulster as one of the best and bravest soldiers of the 1935-1945 war, and he will be held up to the youth of Newtownards as an example of bravery and courage and as one of the distinguished men who have added lustre to the town of Newtownards".

Extract from The Newtownards Chronicle 

by Capt.W.M.Wright.

.........................................................               

COMBINED OPERATION HEADQUARTERS, 

1A RICHMOND TERRACE,

WHITEHALL SW1.

28th August 1945. 

My Dear Paddy, 

I feel I must drop you a line just to tell you how very deeply I appreciate the great honour of being able to address, as my friend, an officer who has succeeded in accomplishing the practically unprecedented task of collecting no less than four D.S.O,s. (I am informed that there is another such superman in the Royal Air Force.) 

You deserve all the more, and in my opinion, the appropriate authorities do not really know their job. If they did they would have given you a V.C. as well.

Please do not dream of answering this letter, which brings with it my sincerest admiration and a deep sense of honour in having, at one time been associated with you. 

Yours ever,

Bob Laycock.

Major General Sir Robert Laycock. Post War Chief of Combined Operations.

.........................................................     

